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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: DRAFT WESTERN FIVE PRESS STATEMENT 
POR USE IF AND WHEN SOUTH APRICAN GOVERNMENT MAKES 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON REGISTRATION OP VOTERS 

1 . IN VIEW OP LIKELIHOOD THAT SOUTH AFRICA WILL PROCEED 
SHORTLY TO ANNOUNCE REGISTRATION OP VOTERS IN NAMIBIA, 

CONTACT GROUP AGREED JUNE 6 AD REPERENDUM ON A PRESS 
STATEMENT TO BE ISSUED BY THE LIVE IP AND WHEN THE SOUTH 
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APRICAN'S MAKE THEIR ANNOUNCEMENT. NEEDLESS TO SAY, 

THE PRECISE LANGUAGE AND NATURE OP THE SOUTH 
APRICAN STATEMENT WILL HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED BEPORE 
ISSUING OUR RESPONSE; HOWEVER, GROUP RELIEVES THAT THE 
POLLOWING ADVANCE PREPARATION WILL PACILITATE A RAPID 
RESPONSE BY THE LIVE. 
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2. FOLLOWING IS DRAFT WESTERN EIVE PRESS STATE- 
MENT, AGREED TO BY THE CONTACT GROUP AD REEERENDUM JUNE 6: 
BEGIN TEXT. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS TODAY (JUNE ) ANNOUNCED 
...(INSERT ANNOUNCED ACTION, I.E., ESTABLISHMENT OE 
MACHINERY EOR THE REGISTRATION OE VOTERS IN NAMIBIA; OR 
THE COMMENCEMENT OF REGISTRATION OE VOTERS). IN ANY 
POLITICAL PROCESS THE PROCEDURE BY WHICH VOTERS 
ARE REGISTERED IS A CRUCIAL AND SENSITIVE ONE. THIS IS 
ALL THE MORE TRUE IN AN AREA OE INTERNATIONAL CONTENTION. 

THE PROPOSAL WHICH OUR GOVERNMENTS HAVE PUT EORWARD EOR 
A SETTLEMENT IN NAMIBIA, STATES SPECIEICALLY THAT "THE 
UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL HAVE TO SATISEY 
HIMSELE AT EACH STAGE AS TO THE EAIRNESS AND APPROPRIATE- 
NESS OE ALL MEASURES AEFECTING THE POLITICAL PROCESS AT 
ALL LEVELS OF ADMINISTRATION BEFORE SUCH MEASURES TAKE 
EEEECT". IN ADDITION, THE PROPOSAL SPECIFICALLY STATES 
THAT THE PROPER REGISTRATION OF VOTERS WILL "HAVE TO BE 
CONDUCTED TO THE SATISEACTION OE THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
WE HAVE INEORMED THE SOUTH AERICAN GOVERNMENT THAT THEIR 
PROPOSED ACTION WILL IN OUR VIEW NOT BE VALID 
IE CARRIED OUT UNILATERALLY. A PROCESS OE REGISTRATION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROPOSAL WILL BE REQUIRED. 

SOUTH AFRICA ACCEPTED OUR PROPOSAL ON APRIL 25. 
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CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE TOWARDS GENERAL 
AGREEMENT ON OUR PROPOSAL PRIOR TO SOUTH AFRICA'S ATTACK 
ON ANGOLA ON MAY 4. THAT ACTION HAS INEVITABLY CAUSED 
A DELAY. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE PROPOSAL WHICH 
WE HAVE PUT EORWARD REPRESENTS THE BEST AVAILABLE SOLUTION 
TO THE NAMIBIAN QUESTION. OUR EIVE GOVERNMENTS ARE CON- 
TINUING THEIR EEFORTS TO ACHIEVE AN INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT IN NAMIBIA. WE LOOK EORWARD TO 
THE EARLY RESUMPTION OP OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH SWAPO AIMED 
AT ACHIEVING ACCEPTANCE OP OUR PROPOSAL. IN THE MEANTIME, 
WE URGE THE SOUTH AERICAN GOVERNMENT, AS WE HAVE URGED 
SWAPO, TO REFRAIN FROM ACTIONS WHICH WILL FURTHER COMPLI- 
CATE OUR REPORTS. END TEXT. YOUNG 
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